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A PERILOUS FEAT.

Psrformsd to E'scap Doath, It Could
Not 18 RapeaUd.

An engineer, employed for forty-eig-

years nn vepstcrn railroads,
gays that although lie litis had pome
narrow escapes, lit! ha? never heen
hurt in a iroek. The story of. one
of his irupo ! interesting and
peculiar. One ihiy he had left
Stockton lioitnd wit. The train
was currying u lot of green wood,
cut the day before, hut "on the back
tmd of the tender there was porno

dry wood for u."t' in climbing a
steep grade.

"My ilroman wan back after some
of that dry wood nnd down whore
he couldn't see me or the engine.
3 fot down on the dock and slood
w'.lh one foot on the front end of
the tender and the other on the sill
of the engine deck, taking a look
into the fire. Just at that instant
the engine parted from the tender
and shot away ahead.

"Of course 7 went down between
the engine and tender, clear to the
ground between the rails.

"1 didn't think, t grabbed and
caught, the safety chains at the
front end of the tender. We were
Tunning only four or five miles nn
hour, but that wan enough. I pull-
ed myself up and climbed np into
the lender, and just I hen the fire-

man looked forward front the rear
end over the pile of wood he had
been heaving np.

"'What's the matter? Ts she
slipping ?' he asked.

" 'Yes. she's slipping,' I Paid.
'There she goes.'

"Iter smoke was a mile ahead of
ns. She ran a good seven miles,
and there wo found her. without
fire, water or steam.

"After fhe was on the pit in the
roundhouse we put a plank acros
the pit in front of the tender and
out hor lor e from it. There wasn't
a man in the houe that could start
off that plank holding lo thee
chains and climb up into the tend-
er, and when 7 fried it myself
there in the house I couldn't do it
eiiher. But lite fireman nnd I both
know that the thing happened."

ivenporfc (Ta.) Democrat.

A Vulnerable Point.
Mr. Lapham knew that hi wife

was a treasure. He heard it on
every hand, and he appreciated his
possession. "But lie sometimes made
a mild protest when tne summer
hoarders grew too fulsome in their
praise.

"I never saw such a beautiful dis-

position in my life' said one tear-
ful enthusiast, whose baby had
played with Jfrs. Lapham's Sunday
bonnet with disastrous results.
"She always makes you feel as if
nothing mattered, no matter how
bad it is. I don't 'suppose she's
ever lost her temper in all her life,
has she, Mr. Lapham?"

The husband of the peerless one
surveyed the landscape with his lips
drawn up and out in a complicated
pucker.

"Well, now, I don't know as she
ever has to the extent you mean'
he said slowly, "but I recollect one
hot day, when she had turned and
darned the foreroom carpet for
company coming and found our boy
Sam had throwed the paper of tacks
down the well, that I stood from un-

der for an hour or so, now I tell
ye !" Youth's Companion.

Ancient Locks and Keys.
Locks were used in the time of

the Pharaohs. At Knrimk the vis-

itor is shown the sculptured repre-
sentation of a jock wnieh is almost
exactly HJ;c the kind of lock used in
Egypt at the present day. Homer
Fays that Penelope u?ed a bras key
to open her wardrobe. ITc adds that
it was very crooked and had an
ivory handle. A Greek writer who
lived in the last half of the twelfth
century explains that such keys
were undoubtedly very ancient, al-

though still to bo seen'in Constanti-
nople and elsewhere. Uoman locks,
like the Egyptian, required a partial
sliding of the key. They were, how-ove- r,

more intricate

ABORIGINAL HUNTERS.

How Native Australians Mount Trssi
In Purult of Qam.

One of tho old customs of the na-

tives of Australia is described by
the author of "Tho Coming of the
British to Australia." It is one of
their methods of hunting when in
search of food and is practiced only
by the Australian aborigines.

The natives caleh the opossum,
kangaroo rat, Hying squirrel ana
other animals which live in the
trunks of hollow trees by cutting
notches in the trees and climbing
after them. Most of theso animals,
being nocturnal, sleep during the
day and therefore become an easy
prey to the hunter, who can tell by
the freshness of the scratches on
the stem of the tree when the ani-

mal ascended it.
What expert climbers the aborig-

ine are may be guessed by the
height of the trees, the blue gum,
measuring sometimes over sixty feet
in one smooth 6haft.

Uuslingiug his stone hatchet
from his belt, tho native prepares
to climb the tree, cutting notches as
he ascends.

The first and second notches are
(tut as he stands on the ground, the
first notch being level with the
thigh on tho left hand, the second
opposite tlp3 right shoulder. The
two cuts ure made with the hatchet,
ill apiii Jkilftll tintfili inn elanflni.
tho other horizontal, into fhede
the big too of each foot is inserted.
While the ehniber stretching hta

arm around (he free, ni.ifces the as-

cent lo tin) Uppermost outlet, whoro
ho waits until the veol of his party
have oet lire lo the dried grass or
reeds which fill the lower part of
the trunk. Then the animal in its
endeavor to escape from thu smoke
rushes up Ihe hollow trunk through
I he hole at the top, to be promptly
killed by the native watching for
him.

Wliitp Mn. elimber is rutting the
notches he rests his whole weight
on tho toe. and in moving upward
he holds' the hafchet between his
teeth.

Tho lialchets used before the
coming of the white men wcro of
stone, but afterward steel ones took
their places.

LUDICROUS LEGAL LOIRE.

A Legend of the Earl Jurisprudence
of Michigan.

The early history of the juris-
prudence of Michigan, if faithfully
chronicled, would furnish forth an
eutertuinment abounding with the
soul and point of humor. Many of
these little legends yet float around
the scenes which have given birth
to them and serve sometimes lo
give zest to a bar dinner or to en-

liven a bar meeting. Among them
is the following:

Judge 11., a plain and worthy
man, but no" lawyer, was once coun-

ty judge of Oakland under the old
system. A case came on for trial
before him on one occasion ii

which ihe action was founded in"

tort, and the plea of the defendant,
which was special, was such as to
give him the aflirmative of the is-

sue, upon the strength of which he
claimed the right to open and close
the case. This-poin- f was denied by
the counsel for the plaiutill", "who
neA'er in the whole course of his
practice had heard of such an etuy-mit-

y

as the defendant's presuming
to open the case." Authorities were
brought and cited, however, and the
judge, after mature consideration,
determined that such was thVMe-fendant- 's

right and ko pronounced
his decision. After a short pause,
during which Ihe plaintiff was
grumbling his dissatisfaction, the
court told the defendant's lawyer
to go on.

'Tour honor," said he, rising, "I
am not quite ready to open the case.
When I get ready 1 will let the oth-

er side know!" This opened, if not
the case, at least the eyes and
mouth of the other side, who sprang
to his feet and bellowed fortli de-

nunciation upon Die rtupidity of
the judge, whoe nhsard decision
had placed him in such a dilemma.
"You see, your honor, what you
have done. You have actually
placed the case in the hands of th.j
defendant. He took possession of
our oxen, and wben wo brought an
action to recover them he tool; pos-

session of that also." "I can't help
it, sir," pjxid the learned judge, with
great stenme.-.s- . "The decision is
made, and it is too late to alter it.
The law mu3t take its course. You
must Mithdraw your action and sue
again."

"If he does, your honor," said the
defendant's counsel. "1 shall plead
the pendency of this action in bar
and beat him." "Then, Mr, ,'
said the judge, "F see no other way'
for you but to sit down quietly and
wait till the defendant gets ready
to try this case." The plaintiff took
the judge's advice, but the "time
appointed" has never elapsed, and
he is waiting yet. Philadelphia
North American.

A Surprised Preacher.
When a clergyman in the course

of his sermon asks a question he
doesn't expect any one to answer it.
At a watch night service at St.
Paul's chinch, Ilrixtnn, England,
the vicar was preaching a sermon
on the prodigal son, in the course
of which he said: "Last year some
people came to watch night service
from a neighboring public hoiibo,
and some of them were drunk. Is
there ahv one here like that to-

night?"
"

"Yes," said a respectable looking
man seated in the aisle "I'm here,
and I'm drunk."

The effect on the congregation
was electiical. Tho preacher was
startled for a moment, but afler
saying, 'Toor fellow, poor fellow!"
proceeded with his discourse.

"I toll you I'm drunk," faid the
intruder. "

"Hold your tongue," said the vic-

ar. "I am speaking now and must
not be interrupted."

A Fine Piece of Work.
"I tell you," exclaimed the young

medical student, "our professor is
an eminent surgeon."

"How's that?" asked his ehum.
"Well, a fellow was brought in

with a crushed leg. The, professor
said it mutt come off, but by soma
means or otlier he cut off the wrong
leg."

"Do you call that a fine piece of
surgery ?"

"Wait a bit. Tho professor said
it would be terrible for the poor fel-

low to go ubout with uo lega at all,
to he splinted up the crushed leg
instead of. cuttiug that off, too, and
now it is as good as ever. An ordi-
nary Burgeon would have left t.te
fellow legless. Wonderful skill, the
professor'!" Strand Muguzine.

liar I lie Vettrr.
X good cow Is known by her per-

formance at the will pall. t whe
doesn't do her duty Ijy tlett, m W

pot a (food cow ami should ho eouvcrt-r- d

luto beet Use a pair of scales and
tenter atid Know what your cows. ar

THE EARTH'S CRUST.

It Rigidity la About EqUal to That of
Granite.

Professor T. J. J. See of the
United States navy has investigat-
ed the rigidity of the earth by
mathematical processes depending
on tho theory of gravitation. Ho
found that, oven if lluid, thti globe
would have a rigidity greater than
that of wrought iron, owing lo the
tremendous weight. The earth's
matter under this great pro-mur-

acts as a Bolid and vibrates in an
earthquake, and the incrnge rigid-

ity of tho whole mass is nearly equal
lo that of nickel steel. Nickel steel
is one of the strongest nnd hardest
metals known. Tho globe is thus
proved to be capable of withstand-
ing enormous strain. Dr. See
proved that the rigidity of thu
earth's crust is about equal to that
of granite, which is one-sixt- h that
of steel, and that toward tho center
the rigidity rapidly increases. At
the earth's center the imprisoned
matter is at an enormously high
temperature, yet under the grout
pressure there ut work it is kept
three times more rigid than the
nickel steel used in the armor of a
battleship.

This method has been applied
also to the other planets. It turns
out that the rigidity of Yenus is
greater than that of platinum and
probably about identical with that
of wrought iron. The rigidity of
Mars is about equal lo that of gold,
while the rigidity of Mercury, the
moon and oilier satellites is about
equal to that of glass. The average
rigidity of the great planets Jupi-
ter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune
lies between eighteen and three
times that of nickel steel. The
great rigidity of these bodies i3 due
to the great pressure acting
throughout such large masses.

Tn the ease of the sun the result
is still more extreme. The average
rigidity of all the sun's layers is
over X',000 times thai of nickel
steel. This result shows the effect
of gravity in compressing and hard-

ening a mass even when it is self
luminous and at enormously high
temperature. Chicago News.

First Balloon Ascent,
The first public ascent by the

Montgolfier balloon was made June
5, 178:5. It was a spherical bag,
consisting of pieces uf linen but-
toned together, suspended from
cross poles. A fire was kindled un-

der it, and the flames were fed with
bundles of chopped straw. The
loose bag filled out, assumed a
graceful form and in a short time
was completely distended. At a giv-

en signul the stays were slipped,
and the balloon instantly ascended.
Its velocity accelerated until it
reached some height, then became
uniform and carried it to an eleva-
tion of more than a mile. For ten
minutes it remained suspended, then
fell gently in a vineyard nearly two
miles distant from the place of its
ascension. The first adventurers
to make an accent in a balloon were
M. Pilalre de Jtozier and the Mar-
quis L'Arlundes. Tn the basket of
a balloon they on Nov. 21, 1783,
rose to a height of about 3,000 feet.

The Domestic Problem.
"I once lost uu Irish servant," re-

marked a German lady who was
the trouble she had in keep-

ing domestics, "because I could l.of;
convince her that 'mick' is a Ger-
man name for a fly. One day my
little baby daughter was seated in
a chair near a window which open-
ed on the piuzu, where Bridget was
at work. Tho window was closed,
and a number of liics wore busy
bumping their heads against the
panes in an endeavor to escape lo
the outside. They attracted baby's
attention, who called out to me to
look at them, at the same time say-

ing, 'Mick, mick, mick.' Just then
Bridget turned to speak to the baby
and heard theso words. And even
today Bridget; is firmly convinced
that I instructed the baby to make
fun of her." New York Herald.

"Cannibalism."
The word "cannibalism" is real-

ly the name of a people. It is iden-
tical with Carib, many of the Ga-rib- s,

who formerly flourished in tho
West Indies, having been consum-
ers of human flesh. The letters "1,"
"n" and "r" are interchangeable in
icrtain aboriginal American lan-
guages, so that Columbus found ono
West Indian island saying "Cun-iba,- "

where another said "Curio,"
while Shakespeare's Culihau is un-oth- er

variety of the same,

. The Vord "Impertinent."
Originally tho word "impcrti-nenl- "

signified nieiely "not belong-
ing to." When Wyclife said that
there wero many men in this world
who wero "impertinent to earthly
lord's" he did not moan that they
were "cheeky," but merely that thqy
had no masters. Then, as used by
Shakespeare, "impertinent" came
to mean "irrelevant," Ju8t !iuO

.years ago it was defined as signify-
ing "absurd, silly, Idlo."

Not His Fault.
"James," asked the druggist

sternly, "how did youedme to lose,
that sale?"

"We didn't luive what the lady
wanted, six,"

"Why, you know we carry the
most complete Jine of perfumery,
knickknackB, stationery, toilet ac-

cessories and fancy article? in the

"Ym, air, but it was medicine ahe
rwati,w Oxeat Fella Tribuiw,

We Need Mfci-a- i Riagfen&lration
ily WILLI AM J. BRYAN

BELIEVE if tho churchca nnd charitnblo societies would BtondI up and eay to Mr. Rockefeller, "KEEP YOUR MCXNEY;

you stele it from tho public; wo will net accept it," thoy
would come near to innkiug him feel how lonesome a Minn

can bo who hua nothing tut monoy und uo conscience back of it.
Senator Bovoridgo has been quoted na saying in Wrtshijigton not

Jong ago that whrtt wo need in thia country is n MORAL REGEN-

ERATION in both public and privnto lifo, nnd I beliovo that Senator
Beveridgc is right, Tho investigations thnt havo taken place in tho

last two years show a MORAL .DEGRADATION in both business

nnd political life. All ovor tho country there has beon nn attempt to

purify politics. There has boon a fight against graft and crookodncs3

in oflice, nnd investigations havo shown thnt in thq great business com-

munities there has beon constant immorality under tho guiso of MOD-

ERN" BUSINESS METITODS, and wo find that theso raon havo not
only been plundering tho public- - at large, but swindling their closest

nssociutes in their own enterprises.

THERE HA3 DEEN A REVIVAL OF VIRTUE, AND I BELIEVE
IT MEANS A OREAT DEAL TO THIS COUNTRY, FOR IT IS THE
INDICATION OF MEN FOLLOWING THE DICTATE8 OF THEIR CON-

SCIENCES, AND CONSCIENCE, AFTER ALL, IS THE MOST POTENT
FORCE THAT MAN KNOWS ON EARTH.

How Federal Control
Of Railroads May Be Had

By Governor JOSEPH W. FOLK of Missouri

OfTY or town is a business corporation, and all tho munici-

palities of tho stato should have tho ptfwor to purchase, own
nnd operate ANY PUBLIC UTILITY whenever thoy see
fit to do so.

"Whether municipal ownership is wise or not depends upon condi-

tions in each PARTICULAR CASE. In some instances it is mani-

festly tho proper thing. In others, owing to different circumstances,
it might bo unwiao.

Tho need of more strict laws in the state and nation for control of
public service corporations is manifest. If there wero a comptroller of

railroads, appointed by the president, 'subject to
removal at pleasure, WITH ABSOLUTE POWER
to suspend directors or officials of interstate rnilroads
violating the law, to appoint receivers to take charge
of tho road until its operators could furnish sufficient
guaranteo of MORE RESPONSIBLE MANAGE-
MENT, the result should bo to remedy evils now
existing in railroad affairs. v

In other words, give the comptroller of railroads the power over
railroads that the federal government now exercises through the
comptroller of the currency OVER NATIONAL BANKS. The
federal government can require a license from interstate railroads, sub-

ject to revocation by the comptroller.
WHAT IS NEEDED IS PLENARY POWER IN SOME OFFICIAL TO

CORRECT ABUSES IN RAILROAD MATTERS, AS IN THE CASE OF
BANKS.

Currency Bills
Pending In Congress

By CHARLES A. TOWLEO, Chalrmin Bunking and Currency Committee
of the House

m
BILL has been favorably reported by tho banking and

currency committee and is now pending before tho house
of representatives providing for tho issuance of five and
ten dollar gold certificates AS WELL AS THE PRES
ENT DENOMINATIONS. The purpose of this bill is

twofold. First, it would enable tho secretary of tho treasury to sup-

plant a portion of tho $300,000,000 of five dollar silver certificates
with gold certificates of the same denomination nnd thus make it pos-

sible to increaso largely the ono and two dollar silver certificates
which nro needed so much IN THE TRADE OF THE COUNTRY.

Tho sfcond object of this measure is to BROADEN THE
BASIS o.tho standard of value, increase tho quantity of gold in the
country and make it possible to distribute it among tho mas3 of people,
thereby GENERALIZING its use as well as strengthening our re-

serves.
Another bill hns beon favorably reported by tho banking and cur-

rency committee nnd is now pending beforo tho houso of representa-
tives providing for tho daily current deposit of all public moneys. It
will depend upon the nctivo of the bankers of tho United
States whether tho government shall do its business ns tho bankers of
(he twentieth century do theirs or whether it shall continue to do it as
General Jackson, inspired by passion, in his supremo ignorance began
to do it NEARLY A CENTURY AGO.

What wo want, and this is tho crux of tho wholo matter, is this:
Place our note redemption so located in tho United StatcB that no
banker will bo out of tho use of his monoy FOR MORE THAN
TWENTTY-FOU- R HOURS, and the cost of transmission paid by
the government. Then bank noto credits will bo sent homo when
their mission is filled as directly nnd swiftly ns now aro checks nnd
drafts, for tho bunkers will want tho proceeds of the noto credits pre-
cisely as thoy want tho proceeds of their CHECKS AND DRAFTS.

Tho banking and currency committee has favorably reported a
eurrenoy bill" to the houso of representatives providing for an issuo
of CREDIT BANK NOTES equal to 50 per cent of tho capital of
tho national banks, and tho method of guaranteo makes such an issuo
safe boyond poradvonture.

Our present bank notc3 ure a FIRST LIEN upon tho assets of
tho banks issuing them. With thi3 law remaining in force, taking tho
entire history of tho national banking system down to 1001, the aver-ug- o

tax upon tho outstanding noto issuo after eliminating nil the gov-

ernment bonds deposited to secure circulation from our calculation
would havo been EIGHT OF ONE PER
CENT per annum to secure tho payment of tho notes.

In other words, tho reserve of C per cent for current redemption
und tho proposed guaranty fund of 0 iar cent would bo sufficient to
last 1,375 years, nnd tho annual tax of 2 per cent would bo sufficient
to pay tho AVERAGE LOSS of eight of 1 per cent
for 250 years.

The banks should pay tho government tho eamo for these note
credits that they uro usually poying on .large balances viz, 2 per cent
per annum.

THEY SHOULD ALSO PAY INTO THE TRKA8URY THE SAME
REDEMPTION FUND OF 6 PER CENT THAT IS NOW REQUIRED
FOR THE REDEMPTION OF OUR, BOND SECVRED CIRCULATION,

MOST USEFUL ItOCKS

VALUE OF CHERTS AND NOVACU-LITE- 8

A3 ROAD MATERIALS.

Do Not Nectl CiiUliitf Arc HoMcr
Ailntitcil o Unlit 'J'rnlllo Thnn
Ilnriler nnd Tooitlicr IlouU IIiitv tn
Van Til cm In Iltlnil AVortc.

Cucrts ami novncutltcn aro among
the most useful and valuable of ma
jerlals for road construction, snys
Maurice O. IOldrldge hi tho (Juod tloads
Magazine. Aside from the fnct tlint
most of ttiom content romllly aud wear
well, tuey can freeliicully be unod wltli
out being drat crushed and separated,
n process so essentia! to a HiicceBiiful

road If traps, granites or other hard
rocks aro used. Assuming that It
costs 25 ccntrt per cubic yard to crush
tho rock for a roml one mile In Iciiuth,
flftcou feet wldo nnd uurfaced to a
depth of six Inches (consolidated), tho
total cost for this Item alone 'would bo
about $550. Dy the use of a uintui'lnl
which does not require crushing a con
elderablo savlug can therefore bo ef-

fected when many uilleo of rond aro tn
be built.

Cherts and novnculltc.i aro both
siliceous rocks and nro very similar In

Vet ix?2--3- 5 !&&VV'VsJEB2rS.,f.

SMtEADINO OHItllT MATlUHAIi ON A IlOAI).

appearance. The two roejci differ ma-
terially In their origin. Cherta occur
usually in chalk nnd limestone forma-
tions and' arc generally believed to bo
formed by a chemical precipitation
from sea water. Novnculllcs. on the
other hnnd, nro thought to be true sed-
imentary rocks, having been formed by
deposits of very flue material silt aud
sand In sea water and subsequently
solidified. The useful qualities of

as oilstones for sharpening
fine tools are well known and aro duo
to tho hardness and smoothness of this
rock.

In order that a road niny bind well,
Its surface must be composed of lino
particles of suitable rock which form
the bond. If these particles ure blown
or washed away they must ho replaced,
or tho bond will bo broken aud the
road will ravel. When ronds nro sur-

faced with limestone or chert a com-
paratively light traffic can be depend-
ed upon to supply enough binder to
keep the road from rnvollng. For this
reason these mutcrlalH are better adapt-
ed to light traffic than harder and
tougher rocks.

When bank cherts are first spread
upon tho road they are sometimes soft
nnd brittle and apparently almost use-
less as a rond material, hut when
the materials nre exposed to tho action
of traffic and tho elements the surface
soon becomes a solid, compact mass.

Cherts and novuculftes nro Invariably
found In sedimentary formations. Tho
material Is also found sometimes com-
pletely covering the ground, sometimes
In the beds of streams and narrow vul-Iey- s,

whoro It hiw been deposited bj
the action of the water, aud again in
bauks and pockets ou hill and moun-
tain sides. Cherts are usually found
In nodular masses, but, like uovneu-Hte- s,

may occur hi angular fragments,
varying In size from ubout one to sis
Inches.

Whore theso materials nro fouud In
banks or the beds of streams they are
commonly called gravel. Creek gravel,
formed from chert or uovacullto, Is
usually of uniform size nnd compara-
tively clean, while the hunk grovel
often contains earthy matter and fine
particles of the same material. The
creek swivel usually wears the best,
but It does not bind so readily or form ,

as smooth a surface as the baiilc de-- 1

posits. Where both creek and bank
gravel hi available good results can
bo obtained by using the former for
foundation nnd tho latter for wenrlng
or binder course. The writer used
this method nt Florence, Ala., with
marked success.

Where the material Is plentiful and
where a good quality of bind: gravel
is available for n binder It Is unneces-
sary to go to tho trouble; and expeuso
of cuttins out a subgrnde or to pre-
pare earth shoulders, us Is done for
regular macadam. If the Khoulrioru
aro dispensed with, howevor. It Is ab-
solutely essential that tho surface
course contain a sufilclent quantity of
good binding material; otherwise) tho
bond will noon bo broken, the material
will spread, and much of It will oven-tuall- y

bo forced or washed Into the
sldo ditches. Tho roadbed should of
course bo shaped with n road machine
before tho material Is placod nnd given
u slight crown of from three-eighth- s to ,

one-hal- f of nn Inch to tho foot from
tho center to tho sides. Tho founda-
tion should then bo rolled and the mate-
rial for tho first course t,pread In two
layers and rolled nnd sprinkled In tho
usual manner. Tho spreading of tho
material can bu accomplished by the
use of a road machine, provided the
gravel Is not too large. Tim total
depth of material may vary fiom four
to nine Inches nt tho center, as eoll
and trafllo may require, and gradual-
ly diminish In thickness to what Is
commonly called fl "feather edge" at
tho sides. If tho most approved meth-
od Is followed, shoulders should bo pro-vlde- d

to hojd tho material In placo.
The material should thuu be spread to
a uulfnrm dopth from the center to

Idea.

WIDE TIRE LAWS.

Wliy They Are Needed I'or the
( ItuuJa,

In tho state of New York, as wcli aa
In other states, many of tho practical
road users are asking why there aro
no state laws making: the general adop-

tion of wldu tires on all wagons built
to carry a load of a ton or more com-

pulsory. It Is a well known fact that
narrow t'rea carrylug a heavy load cut
Vie road surface, making ruts, thereby
letting In tho water, which when frozen
result In ruin to the road, says tho
df4 $loa liiigftzlM, TU U Of

wide tires, on u!3SUicr uiuAl, through
tho constant process of rolling, In a
benefit to tho. rond, In foreign coun-

tries!, eupcclnliy 'iFAnlcb, widen rcnJoyn
tho proud distinction of having tho
best roniU In tho'Worhl, tho ua of
wide tiros Is required by law.

The reason assigned for the fact
that wldo tiro bills haro not been more
generally adopted in tho United Btatea
Is that It would inean tho expenditure
rf money on the part 6f all dwildra of
wngoiiH. nnd an thec wagon owner9
nre voters tho questlou would become
polltlcnl,niid a''leRlsliitor would not
dare voto for a law which would com-
pel bin constituent;) to upond money In
buying wldo tires, for It might mean
that ho would not ngnln be elected to
olHce. Such a situation Is of course
absurd. Novertliojestf'no'oxteiislvo Iin
proveniont of the roads should bo made
without the ndoptlrin of a wldo tiro
act. Cutting dp and destroying tho
hlghwayH constructed with tho people's
money at groat expense la n wanton
waste, und wldo tire laws uu t pre-

ventive meafttiio nrd absolutely neces-
sary.

PLEA FOR GOOD ROADS.

ICvIl KOVctN of IImiI IIlKlitrnrs Are
I'olntrd Out.

The good roads idea bus come to tho
front for popular discussion very em-
phatically lately nnd Is the 'subject of
much favorable comment In the edi-

torial columns of the dully press, write
Alexander N. Do Menll In tho St. --Louis
Kepubllc. Good roads mean Increased
population nnd Duslnrss to tho citizen
nnd now Improvements and Increased
taxable wealth to the state.

Hut my Intention In this communica-
tion was not to set forth my own
views, but to speak for tho dead by
quotation. I wish to add by revival
to tho literature of the subject a power-
ful paragraph from the now silent pen
of our former bright nnd talented
townswoman, ICnto Field.

I clipped It some twenty yearn ago
from the pages of her national weekly.
Kate Field's Washington, and here-
with transcribe It In nil Its masculine
virility aud Impetuosity, suggesting Ha.
further usage to the advocates of good
roads:

"Why thesemvlng lunatics nnd driv-
eling Idiots? F.ecause bad roads pre-

vented them from forming companion-
ship when young; because bad roads
prevented them from going to good
schools when-young- ; because bad roads
kept them away from clvlllelng enter-
tainment nnd instruction; because bad
roads Imprisoned them half a 'year and
made church and newspapers well nigh
Impossible; because the bad roads pre-

vented them from leurnlug'how to cook
and what to eat." N

The Hood, Roads Problem.
In a recent article ou the above sub-

ject Colonel Albert A. Pope thus calla
attention to the effective work being
done in Massachusetts for Improved
highways; "Methods of procedure In
various states havo differed. I like
very much the plan adopted by the old
Bay State. In accordance with which
complete sections 6f state ronds have
been built in the various counties, so
that they may servo ns object lessons.
The state highway commissioners use
local talent und local labor as far as

'

possible In building these various bits
of state highways, and thoy thus train
up In many parts of the commonwealth
a goodly number of road workers and
rond supervisors. The various sections
of state highways are parts of a care-
fully studied plan to connect large
cities and towus throughout the state
und also to unite with and form a
continuation of highways In neighbor-
ing states."

Wliy Ui-ttc-r lludn Are Needed.
Patrons along the various rural

routes should take warning from a cir-
cumstance that has happened 'at Rich-
mond, Ind., whore on account of the In-

ferior condition or the highways a
rural route hns be?n discontinued, says
the Motor Xew, On some of the
ronds splendid work hns heen done,
but not until (he deep suud roads give
placo to good, hard thoroughfares will
the government ever giVo the farmers
moro than one delivery of mull per
day. Whou counties awake to a full
realizing souse of the benefits to be de-
rived from properly built roads then
and then only will tho government In-

creaso the present service. But with
the advent of good roads and nutoino-bli- o

delivery the government will give
both morning and afternoon mall serv-
ice, nnd tho farmer will then bo ns well
cared for as nn his city friends.

Hull to ray Hunt.,
Salt Is the lutC3t device for laying

dust on roads In tho country, says the
London Olobo. The author of thlB new
deptirturo Is M. Trlntzlns, city sur-
veyor of Itoueu, In France. wJjo has
published it ns tho result of a long se-

ries of experiments. Tho list of these,
whllo brlugltig out tho weak side of
tho now Bystein, possesses, .considerable
Interest as showlug It tp possess real
possibilities of utility. A long stretch
of road was first watered and. then
sprinkled with salt. Tho next day the
Hurfuco of the road wan cove'red with a
thin glazed crust. Italn removed this
In parts, but where the glaze remained
there was no dust for tlvo days.

Eocond Hand,
A atory is told of ; minister who

gavo tho rural joiner an order to
make a small wooden cupboard.
When tho pastor received tho ac-

count ho complained to tho jolnor
about tho amount nnd said ho could
havo got n second hand cupboard
which would have answered his puiv
poso equally well at much lcs3 coet.

"Yog," retorted tho joiner, "and
X could buy a guid pennon for three-
pence, but o'o wndna' enro aboot
breaching thorn nt that price!"
Loudon Telegraph,

A Plfteo For Everyt'hlna.
JToro is a bill," Haid tho book-keep- er

of tho deal nnd dumb insti-
tute, "for 95 for the hire of i horse
and buggy tho day you took that
good looking lady Inmate out driv-
ing. What dial. I do with it?"

'Pny it," Diiid tho superintendent,
"and charge it to tho calisthenics
department."

"As what?"
"Dumb, bellp exercise," Detroit

Free. Vim,

.jteto-'AsifeH- .


